Historic Midlothian Driving Tour
Some of the country’s oldest history can be found here in Midlothian, Virginia – the area boasts
the country’s first industrial coal mines, the site of the settlement of the French Huguenots, a
group of Protestants who fled religious persecution in France and settled in parts of Virginia,
and the location of the first railroad in Virginia. Take a driving tour of some of the area’s most
notable highlights.
Follow along on the tour stops using the map provided.
Start your tour at the Old Mount Pisgah Cemetery, on
Old Buckingham Road near the intersection with
Midlothian Turnpike. Turn onto Old Buckingham Road,
and the cemetery is about a tenth of a mile down on the
right, after the road turns from four lanes to two lanes. A
gravel parking lot and a Mt. Pisgah UMC sign mark the
location. The cemetery doesn’t have an address but is
in the 12900 block of Old Buckingham Road.
Mt. Pisgah Cemetery

A. Old Mount Pisgah Cemetery –This site is the
burial place of miners killed in 1855 and 1882 during explosions at Grove Shaft at the
Mid-Lothian mines. Park and walk up the hill to the cemetery and see the original church
site and read the church’s history.
When you’re ready to go, turn right on Old Buckingham, travel about 1.3 miles to
Warminster Drive, and turn right. Turn left again on Old Brick School Road to 11800 Old
Brick School Road and the:
B. Haley Cole School* – 11800 Old Brick School Road – This was one of the first schools
for free black people in Virginia. It was built c. 1850.
Head back the way you came on Warminster, and turn left on Old Buckingham Road to
see the tan two-story house with two chimneys:
C. Trabue’s Tavern* – 11940 Old Buckingham Road – This now-private property was
once a public hostelry and residence of the Trabue family, Huguenot refugees from
France. The home was built between 1805 and 1815. Read the historical marker at this
site.
The next stop is right next door, and the property is slightly back from the road:
D. Melrose* – 12016 Old Buckingham Road – Built by William Robinson in 1831, this nowprivate home features the two-room, twin door Huguenot building plan unique in
Chesterfield.
Now follow Old Buckingham Road to the intersection of Midlothian Turnpike, Route 60.
Go straight through the light and it becomes N. Woolridge Road. Take a left at the next
light at Walton Park and turn left on Walton Park Lane. Turn right at the stop sign, and
see, on the right, a white house:

* denotes a private property

E. Railey Hill* – 250 Browns Hill Court – Currently
the Philip McDaniel Law Office, this building was
the home of the mine superintendent of the Railey
Hill coal mines. The Railey Hill pit was located to
the left of the house, along the existing fence line.
The house was occupied by Union troops in 1865.
Head back out to N. Woolridge Road, the way you
came into this complex. Turn left, and follow N.
Railey Hill
Woolridge. Turn at 13286 N. Woolridge Road, the:
F. Mid-Lothian Mines and Wooldridge family cemetery – 13286 N. Woolridge Road –
This is the site of some of the state's earliest coal mining operations. The Grove Shaft
mine and Middle Shaft mine both began in 1836. Coal from these mines was used to
make iron by Tredgar Iron Works. (Note: If you’re following along on the “Experience
Chesterfield History” itinerary provided by Chesterfield County, there is time at the end of
the day to visit here again, or feel free to visit this family-friendly park now.)
When you’re ready, leave the park and turn right on Woolridge Road. Take a right at the
light onto Coalfield Road. At the end of Coalfield Road on the left is Winfree Church:
G. Winfree Memorial Baptist Church – 13617
Midlothian Turnpike - The chapel of this church
was built in 1924. The church was renamed in
honor of David Winfree, who, along with Jacob
Bach, raised money for the 28 widows and 109
children left fatherless by the 1800s Grove Shaft
mine explosions.
You can stand here and look across Midlothian
Turnpike to see the large yellow building, or
drive across the street for a visit:
Winfree Memorial Baptist Church
H. The Sycamores (Crab Louie’s) – 1201
Sycamore Square – Currently a local seafood
restaurant, this was the site of William
Wooldridge's home. Wooldridge and his family
owned the Mid-Lothian Coal Mine Company.
This building served as a tavern and
stagecoach stop in the 18th century, and has
been renovated as a restaurant.
If you’re leaving Winfree Memorial, turn right
onto Midlothian Turnpike. If leaving Crab
The Sycamores
Louie’s, turn left. Drive a few blocks to see, on
the left:
I. Bach House* – 13508 Midlothian Turnpike – This two-story white house served as a
general store, and was the residence of Jacob Bach in the 19th century. The polygonal
front was added in 1910.
Travel a few hundred yards further, and turn left at 13312 Midlothian Turnpike to see the
white two-story building:
* denotes a private property

J. Jewett’s Store* – 13312 Midlothian Turnpike – One block east of Bach's House is
Jewett Bass Hall. It is believed to be the only 19th century commercial brick building still
standing in the county. It was built in 1870 by the Jewett brothers, George and John. The
Jewetts sold the store in the 1920s to the Bass family. It has also served as a bicycle
shop and a restaurant and now is property of Mount Pisgah United Methodist Church,
located behind the old store. Turn right out of the parking lot back onto Midlothian
Turnpike. Turn right onto Salisbury Drive.
K. Coal Miner Rental Homes* – These three homes on the right (1225, 1211, 1201
Salisbury Drive) were built by Dr. John B. Fisher in 1915. They were rented to coal
miners at the nearby mines in Midlothian.
After the last house, immediately turn left from Salisbury Drive onto Westfield Road. On
the right, immediately after the turn, see:
L. Masonic Lodge No. 211* – 13510 Westfield
Road – This lodge was chartered in 1866 and
built in 1875. The Hancock monument, which
dates to 1893, was named after a physician
who was a member of the lodge.
Continue on Westfield Road a quarter of a
mile and on the right see:
Masonic Lodge No. 211
M. First Baptist Church of Midlothian – 13800
Westfield Road – This 19th century building
began at Mid-Lothian Coal Mines as the first African-American church in Midlothian
started by slaves and free black men and women.
Turn right at the end of Westfield Road onto Winterfield Road, cross the railroad tracks
and turn right on W. Salisbury Road at the flashing light for:
N. Salisbury – 13260 W. Salisbury Road – Stop in front of the clubhouse at Salisbury
Country Club and look to the left. Where the flag pole is today was land once owned by
Thomas Randolph, and where Patrick Henry's home was when he was governor of
Virginia in the 18th century.
Exit the country club and turn right onto Salisbury, left back on Winterfield, cross the
railroad tracks and go around the traffic circle. Follow the road to the intersection of
Midlothian Turnpike. Turn right, and immediately on the left, see the gray-blue house:
O. Ivymont* – 14111 Midlothian Turnpike – This
home, now an insurance office, was built in
the early 19th century. It is considered one of
the oldest buildings in Midlothian. The
shopping center here bears its name:
Ivymont.
Continue on Midlothian Turnpike for about
three miles and turn right onto Huguenot
Springs Road to see:
Ivymont

* denotes a private property

P. Hallsborough Tavern – 16300 Midlothian Turnpike – This two-story tavern, today an
antique store, was owned and operated by Daniel W. Michaux, a descendant of the
French Huguenots. The oldest portion of the building dates to before 1833. It’s also
known as Hallsboro Tavern.
Keep driving down Huguenot Springs Road, and see, on the left:
Q. Bethel Baptist Church – 1100 Huguenot
Springs Road – The oldest church in the
county, the architecture of this church was
unique at the time. See the Gothic buttresses
and notice the spires on the roof, which were
added in 1817. Pull into the drive to read more
information on a historical marker.
Continue on Huguenot Springs Road for four
miles, and turn left onto Old Confederate
Bethel Baptist Church
Cemetery Road to see:
R. Huguenot Springs Cemetery – 900 Old Confederate Cemetery Road – This was site
of the Huguenot Springs Hotel, spring house, sulphur springs, spa, bathing facilities and
cottages in 1846. The cemetery was used for convalescing soldiers and 250 soldiers are
buried in the cemetery today. There are several signs to read here.
Turn around at the end of the road and head back out to the intersection of Huguenot
Springs Road at the stop sign. Turn left and follow to the intersection of Huguenot Trail
(route 711). Turn left onto Huguenot Trail and see, on the left:
S. Manakin Episcopal Church – 985 Huguenot
Trail – Founded in the 1700s by French
Huguenots escaping religious persecution, the
original church is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. See also the
Manakin Huguenot memorial and the
Huguenot Society monument on this site.
This is the end of the driving tour. Turn right out of the
parking lot to get back onto Huguenot Trail, which
leads to the state route 288 interchange.

Manakin Episcopal Church

If you’re following along with the “Experience Chesterfield History” itinerary provided by
Chesterfield County, please get onto 288 using the ramp to Chesterfield, and take the
Woolridge Road exit. Turn left onto N. Woolridge Road and turn right at Mid-Lothian Mines Park
to continue the rest of your day at the park.
If you’re ready to head home, you can take 288 to get to your location.

* denotes a private property
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Some of Chesterfield County's
oldest history can be found
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Virginia. Take a driving tour of
some of the area's most
notable historic highlights.

